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Dates to Remember  
•Picture Retakes     

Tuesday, December 4th   
 
•Ann Arbor Ecology to visit classroom      

Monday, December 17th pm  
 
•no school ~ winter break    
   begins at the end of the day on Friday, December 21st      
 
•school resumes    

Monday, January 7, 2019  
 
•no school for MLK Day    

Monday, January 21, 2019  
 
 

Have a wonderful weekend! 
   

 
 

 
 

Special Interest  
I was reminded of a Chicago Tribune 

article that Mr. Court referenced last year on why 
reading is so important. It cited a story from 
Renaissance Learning, an educational analytics 
company about reading patterns among students.  
Students who read 30 minutes a day will encounter 
13.5 million words by the time they graduate from 
high school. Students who read less than 15 minutes 
a day will encounter only 1.5 million words by the 
time they finish 12th grade. "High exposure to 
words is crucial in developing vocabulary, fluency, 
comprehension, writing and higher-order thinking 
skills," the report says.  
Keep on reading!  
 
 
 

Weekly News!   
Welcome back!  I hope that everyone 

had an enjoyable and restful Thanksgiving 
break.  We have three weeks before the winter 
break.  Help keep your child focused on school 
during this busy and exciting time.   
     Thank you for your continued support.  

 
Literacy  

We have begun our Biography Genre study.  
I have shared a few special people’s biographies 
through our read alouds and the children are 
analyzing biographies in their guided reading groups 
and for their independent reading.  Please encourage 
your student to check out a biography or two the 
next time you visit the public library and when 
visiting their RAZ Kids account. We can learn so much 
through the lives of others.  

 

What is K-grams?   
Our class has been selected to be a part of 

UofM’s K-grams.  K-grams is short for "Kids 
Programs," K-grams is a mentoring and learning 
program that pairs up college and elementary school 
students through a suite of programs. As a student-
led organization, K-grams brings people together 
from all facets of the University of Michigan campus 
and the local community. The mission of K-grams is to 
establish a strong community of learning for a wide 
range of college and elementary students, staff, and 
families by developing positive relationships and 
experiences that extend beyond the classroom. Every 
month, letters are exchanged between college and 
elementary school students, allowing students to 
develop their writing and reading skills.  In addition 
to the pen pal writing, college students visit our 
classroom weekly to assist with groups and classroom 
activities. Many university students come spend time 
in the classroom and help during reading workshop 
and math class.  We received our first set of letters 
this week and were busy responding during Writing 
Workshop.     
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